
Major  Financial Aid Changes f or  2012 -2013 

2012-13 FAFSA & IRS Dat a Ret r ieval Process 

 Beginn ing w it h  t he 2012-2013 FAFSA, st ud en t s (and  p aren t s o r  sp ouse) w ill b e 

exp ect ed  t o  load  2011 Fed eral Tax In f o rm at ion  d irect ly f rom  t he IRS on t o  your  

2012-13 FAFSA. 

 

 Wh ile com p let ing t he FAFSA on line you w ill b e p rom p t ed  t h rough  t he p rocess o f  

load ing your  t axes f rom  t he IRS t o  t he FAFSA. 

 

 No t  all f o rm s o f  t axes w ill b e ab le t o  b e load ed  –  you w ill b e g iven  on line 

m essages ab out  t h is if  t h is is t he case. 

 

 If  you f i led  t axes and  eit her  choose not  t o load  o r  are not  ab le t o load  your  Fed eral 

Tax in f o rm at ion  on t o  your  FAFSA you m ay b e req uired  t o  p rovid e Mercy Co llege 

Financial Aid  Of f ice w it h  an  o f f icial Fed eral Tax Transcr ip t , w h ich  you m ust  req uest  

f rom  t he IRS.  Per  law , p ap er  cop ies o f  t ax f o rm s are no t  accep t ab le –  you m ust  

have an o f f icial t ranscr ip t .  If  you have t he cho ice t o  load  t he t axes f rom  t he IRS 

d irect ly t o  t he FAFSA –  t h is is your  easiest  op t ion . 

 

 If  your  t axes are no t  availab le t o  load  f rom  t he IRS w hen  you com p let e your  FAFSA 

you can  com e b ack t o  your  FAFSA lat er  and  load  t he t axes f rom  t he IRS t o  your  

FAFSA.  There are a var iet y o f  reasons your  t axes m ay no t  b e availab le t o  load  t o  

your  FAFSA f o r  exam p le:  have no t  f i led  yet , just  f i led  (see next  b ullet s), t ax f o rm s 

such  as m ar r ied  f i ling sep arat ely w ill no t  load  b o t h . 

 

 Elect ronic Tax Filers –  Availab le ab out  2 w eeks af t er  you f i le your  t axes:  The IRS 

st at es it  w ill t ake ab out  1 –  2 w eeks af t er  you elect ron ically f i le your  f ed eral t axes 

f o r  t he in f o rm at ion  t o  b e availab le t o  load  t o  your  FAFSA.  If  your  t axes are no t  

availab le w hen you com p let e your  FAFSA, you can  com e b ack t o  your  FAFSA lat er  

and  load  t he t axes f rom  t he IRS t o  your  FAFSA. 

 

 Paper  Tax Filers –  Availab le 4 –  6 w eeks af t er  you f i le your  t axes:  The IRS st at es it  

w ill t ake ab out  4 –  6 w eeks af t er  you elect ron ically f i le your  f ed eral t axes f o r  t he 

in f o rm at ion  t o  b ecom e availab le t o  load  t o  your  FAFSA.  If  your  t axes are no t  

availab le w hen you com p let e your  FAFSA you can  com e b ack t o  your  FAFSA lat er  

and  loan t he t axes f rom  t he IRS t o  your  FAFSA. 

 

 If  you are a non -t ax f i ler , t he FAFSA w ill no t  b e p rom p t ed  ab out  t he IRS d ow n load . 

 

 If  you are no t if ied  b y t he Mercy Co llege Financial Aid  Of f ice t hat  you have b een  

select ed  f o r  ver if icat ion , and  you d id  no t  load  your  f ed eral t ax in f o rm at ion  t o  your  

FAFSA, you w ill need  t o  p rovid e a Fed eral Tax Transcr ip t .  You m ust  req uest  t h is 

f rom  t he IRS; p ap er  cop ies o f  f ed eral t ax f o rm s are no  longer  accep t ab le. 

 Financial Aid  st af f  m em b ers are availab le t o  answ er  any q uest ions.  Please st op  b y, 

call o r  em ail. 

 

Em ail:  f inancialaid@ m ercycollege.edu  

Phone:  419-251-1219  

mailto:financialaid@mercycollege.edu

